Written to my 


" Lord Ruſſel 


£208 


NEWGATE, 
The Twentieth of Juh, 1683 
MY.LORD, f,' ... 


| $ed. heartily *gtad to ſee your Lordſhip this Morning in 
- that calm A; deyour remper at. the Receiving of the 
Bleſſed 'Sacrament z bur Peace of mind unleſs it be well- 
grounded: will avg "little :, And becauſe tranſient Diſcourſe 


many times hath little cffet for want of time to weigh and 


to another, I do: humbly offer to your Lordſhips deliberate 
thoughts theſe following Conſiderations concerning the 
ints'-of Reſiſtance. If our Religion and Rights ſhould 
invaded, as your Lordſhip puts the Caſe, concerning which 

I underſtand by Dr. B. that your.Loxdſhip had once received 
Satisfadtion, - and\*am-orry to find. a change. 6 K 
| o irſt, 


2 ) 
Firſt, That the Chriſtian Religion doth plainly forbid the , 
Reſiſtance of Authority. | 
Secondly, That though. our. Religion: þe Eſtabliſhed by 
Law,” (wtuctr your Lordſhip urges as a difference between 
our Caſe, -and- that-of -rhe-Prymrive Chriſtians )* yer in the 
ſame Law which Eſtabliſhes our Religion it is declared, That - 
It is not Lawful upon any pretence whatſoeyer ro take up 
Arms, &c. Beſides that, there 1s a particular Law declaring 
the power of the Militia to be ſolely in the King. And that 
tics the hands of Subjects, though the Law of Nature and 
che General Rules of Scripture had lefr us at liberty ; which 
| believe they do nor, beeauſe the Government and Peace of 
Mumanc Socicty could not well ſubſit upon theſe Terms. 
Thirdiy, Your Lordſhips opinion 15 contrary to the decla- 
red Dodtrin of all Proteſtant Churches ;- and though ſome |. 
particular Perſons have taught otherwiſe, yer they have becn 
contraditted herein and condemned for it by the Generah- 
ty of Proteſtants. And1 beg your Lordſhip to confider how 
it will agree with an avowed afſcrting of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, .to go contrary to the General Do&trine of Protc- 
ſtants. My cnd in this 1s to convince your Lordſhip that 
ou Are 1n a very Great and Dangerous Miftake, and being 
ſo convinced, that whxch bcfore:,was a Sin of Ignorance, will 
appear of much more heinous Nature, as in Truth it is, 

- and call fora very particular and deep Repentance ; which if 
your Lordſhip ſincerely excrciſe. upon the ſight of your Ex- 
ror, by a Penitent Acknowledgment of it to God and Men, 
you w:ll not only __ Forgivencſs'of Gad, but prevent 
2 mighty Scandal ro the Reformed Religion. I am very loath 

to give your Lordſhip any diſquiet 1n the Diſtreſs you arc in, - 
winch I commiſcrate trom my heart, but am nauch more con- 
cerned, that you do not lcave the World in a Deluſion: and 
falſe Peace, to the hinderance of 'your' Erernal Happineſs. 
] heartily Pray for you, and befcech your,Lordſhip to believe 
that lam with the greateſt 'Sincerity and Compallion 1n the 


World, 
g My Lord 2 | ul 
* Your Lordlhips moſt Faithful and Aﬀicted Servant, 
i ..  #- Tillotſon. 


x, 
dh "Y th. Aa ds. 4.4 —_—_— 
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